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barbarism. Already the cry of (( China for the Chinese " is
being raised, and if care be not taken it may result not only
in an extended cry of " Asia for the Asiatics," but also in
measures being taken to carry it into effect.

The racial problems arising from the contact of the
white, the yellow, and the black races are only parts of a
more general population problem, which, as
Professor Huxley reminded us, is the real
riddle of the Sphinx to which no political
Oedipus has, as yet, found an answer. We shall not,
meantime, even attempt an answer to the general question ;
but there are a few points in connection with Japan which
may be noted as bearing directly on the subjects which we
have been considering.

The population of Japan is increasing at the rate of over
half a million a year, and the problems of food-supply and
employment are beginning to demand attention. The
Britain of the East is now passing through the same stage
of development as did the Britain of the West in the early
part of last century. Modern sanitary, social, and economic
conditions, combined no doubt with the national feeling of
rejuvenation, have been the chief causes of the rapid increase
of population in recent years. Japan, however, is in a much
more difficult position than was Britain, for now there is not
a very large part of the surface of the globe unoccupied
or at least% unclaimed by some Power, and any attempt on
the part of the Japanese to occupy what remains would at
once lead to an international struggle. Even the attempt
to settle large numbers of their people in the already
appropriated lands would lead to very serious problems, as,
indeed, recent events have very clearly shown. Through the
improvements in agricultural education and, consequently,
in the methods of farming, the increase per annum in the
agricultural produce has kept up very closely with the
increase of population ; while the developments which have
taken place in Japan in every department of industry have
absorbed a considerable part of the increase of the population,